1savrs SAWMILL Review

Wood-Mizers
newest LT40

Super Hydraulic
is another solid

offering from the

company that
pioneered
portable band-
saw mills.

spectations! As | was

driving to Granville

County, North
Carolina o review the
Wood-Mizer LT40 Super
Hvdraulic, | was thinking
about the expecrations of
my readers, this magazine
and Wood-Mizer, the
world's largest producer of
small bandmills, The LT40
Super 1s Wood-Mizer's top-
of-the-line mill made for
the serious sawver. How
would | tackle reviewing a
product from the company
thar evervone thinks of
when they think of portable
sawmilling?

| started the only way |

could, by turning my vehi-
cle onto the farm where
Duke Bradsher of Duke
Bradsher Custom Sawing,
Oxford, North Carolina was
currently sawing with his
LT'40 Super Hvdraulic mill.
Duke is an outgoing indi-
vidual and a good judge of
machinery. His background
as a gunsmith gives him a
good insight into mechani-
cal devices and precision.
On the dav | visited him,
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LT40 Super Hydraulic

he and his assistant
McArthur “Monk™ Cross
were cutting structural
lumber for a local farmer.
Duke owns two Wood-
Mizers. He purchased his
first in 1994, and this new
one last August. His other
mill is also an LT40, but
with a smaller, 24 HP gaso-
line engine and few acces-
'\1|IiL"\.

Duke wanred to talk
right away, but [ asked him
if I could warch the mill
running before | inter-
viewed him. My first
impression was that it was
well laid out, the controls
were conveniently locared,
and thar it was easy to
operate. It was easy for
Duke to mancuver around
the frame while sawing

because of the cantilever
design, and when he had o
change the blade he could
change it from one position
without having o walk
around the mill. 'To me this
»11;,‘\,’."4.:\IL.‘L| thar Wood-
Mizer's designers had
thought things out and
modified the mill as experni-
ence dictated.

The other thought that
struck me was that some-
one had pur a lot of efforr
into making the mill safe,
from warning and operating
labels that made sense, to
controls that are conve-
nicntly located, to a beeper
that sounds when the mill
IS CULLIng.

One subject that is often
debated by small bandmill
owners 1s which is a better

Top: Duke Bradsher runs his new Wood-Mizer LT40 Super
Hydraulic through a log during one of his custom sawing jobs

design, a canrtilevered band-
mill or a bandmll with the
head supported from both
sides. After measunng the
lumber coming off the mill
(a little more than a 1/16 of
an inch difference in mea-
surements from a board
measurced in six different
places) and observing Duke
operate the mill, it's clear
that Wood-Mizer has a
sound design. Duke savs
the head s designed o
have a small amount of give
in it and that it pulls to the
correct relationship, parallel
to the frame, as the saw
enters the cut. The mast
that supports the bandsaw
head is made from 1/4 inch
thick steel tubing.

A chain drive is used to
move the bandsaw head up
and down. Duke’s mill
came with two sets of scale
boards to help ser what
thickness of lumber to cur.



One scale board is marked
in inches, and Duke uses it
for sawing 2-inch scructural
pine lumber. The other
scale board is designed for
sawing hardwoods, and is
marked in quarters (3/4,
4/4, 6/4 crc.). In response
to CUstomer requests,
Wood-Mizer has made chis
scile board reversible, with
a lictle chicker dimensions
on one side than the other.
The boards were easv to
read and the bandsaw head
was casy to adjust to the
correet thickness, The mill
is also available with elec-
tronic setworks, an option
Duke said he wishes he had
Zotten.

The main frame that the
cantilevered saw head rrav-
els down 1s well designed.
It is built using 4x8x3/16
inch steel tubing, with the
bed frame made from dxdx
316 inch tubular steel. The
head moves via hardened
wheels on a track made of 1
inch hardened steel rod.
Cross supports (bed rails)
are made from 2x4 inch
tubular steel. The four
CTOSS SUPPOrts are covered
with stainless steel wear
surfaces, and are all height
adjustable using a screw
mechanism, which aids the
alignment of the sawhead
parallel to the bed. The
mill comes with adjustable
jucks for casy leveling dur-
ing serup.

There are different
power choices available
from Wood-Mizer for the
LT40 Super Hvdraulic,
Duke’s mill is powered by a
40 HP Lombardim tur-
bocharged diesel engine
made in Ttalv. After running
419 hours on the engine,
Duke commented on the
excellent service it had pro-

vided. Comparing the 40
HP diesel engine to the 25
HP gasoline engine on his
older mill, Duke said, “1
can cut hardwood on my
new mill like cutting pine
on my old mill.”

Duke said he uses about
5 gallons of diesel fuel a
day. The engine operates
on a governor at 3000 RPM.
and there was no dis-
cernible difference in the
noise or RPM in or our of
the curt.

Wood-Mizer uses 19-inch
cast iron wheels. The wheel
face is similar to a pulley,
with a 57-inch rubber v-belt
used to support the saw on
the wheel, which in turn
really creates the face of
the wheel. This sounds like
a strange idea, bur 1t may
have some advantages. The
57-inch belt firs the 19-
inch wheels with some slop.
However, Duke said the
play allows vou to replace
the belt easily. The Wood-
Mizer straining device is a
hydraulic tensioner. Being
hvdraulic, the wheels do
not move if a sliver of wood
gets caught berween them
and the blade. In a larger
bandmill, this problem is
solved by the hydraulic
strain svstem and a
hydraulic accumulator,
which absorb the shock
when a sliver gers caughr
between the blade and
wheel. The V-belt on the
Wood-Mizer may act in the
sdmoc manncr, l'ﬂl'llprk'."r"i.lﬂ_ﬂ
when slivers get caughe
between the wheel and
blade. preventing the blade
from breaking.

The LT40 Super
Hydraulic comes equipped
with a hydraulic log turner,
log dog, two log tapering

(Comitaurd om pope 1)

NAME & MODEL NUMBER
Wood-izer LTH0 Super Hydraulic

MANUFACTURER & ADDRESS

Wond-Murer

8180 West 10th 5t
Incianapols, N 46214

[(317) 2711542
1-800-553-0182

MILL OVERVIEW
Bana or Cirche Mill: Band
Stanonary or Portable: Portable

Standard Equipment: Hydraulic og
ksacies; bog) turmer, log dogs and aper
deck

Cutting Capacity: |dameter and
length)” 36 inch diameter and 21 foor

lengeh

Weight: 4015 n.

Length & Width: 74 feet 4 inches long,
& feet & inches wade
FRAME & CARRIAGE

Sire and Construction of Frame: 4.8
mnch Hibutar main frame, Bxd and 404

Tracks are Made of: Hardened
! inch rod

Are the Tracks Replaceable? No
Whests are Made of: Hardenend sioef
$ire of Bearings on Camiage:; | 154 or
1 172 inch roller Besanngs

Carriage Support System: Cantilever
SAWING HEAD

Wheel Diameter: 19 incies
Whee! Face Widthc 154 inch

Whieel Comtruction: Caat iron

Wheel shaft and bearing sire: | 9/15
nches

Saw Speed [SFPM): NAA
Recommended Saw Blade: Wood
Mizer | 1M 5 045 5 158 inches
GUIDES AND S5TRAIN 5YSTEM

Type of Guides: 2 inch Hardened blade
Quide nollery

LT40 DATA SHEET

Strain Systern Lsed: Hydrauke
Tervsaoner

SETWORKS

Method of Setwork Drive: Chasn drve

Set Display: Scale boands and opbonal
EeCtronic

Automatic Sets?. Yes

ALIGNMENT

How s Alignment Done at Factory?.
Al Customens MUt QO TwTuUGgh masnie:
rance. Akrynent and ODEranon g

POWER PLANT

Swandard: 25 HP Lincoin 3-phase elec-
tric. 35 HP Wiscomin gasoline, or 40
HP Lombarding turbochanged deese|
LOG TURNER

Hydraudic
LOG LOADER
Hydiravibc

LOG DOGS
Hydramulic

CARRIAGE FEED DRIVE

Type [hydraulc, electnical mechanscal
of manual): Electric, 12V DC

Forward Speed: 180 fom
Reverse Speed. 200 fpm

TOWING

Wheels and Trailer: 15 inch wheels
wlecin traket

Tondang Weight: 38401
Tongue Weight: |22
GUARANTEE:

d yoor on wxwmilll Syeor frame

OPTIONS AVAILABLE:
Electronic Setworks. Laser Sighting
Rernote Operation. Debanker
Operanors Seat

LIST PRICE AS SEEN
527,000 1o 530,000

—
| The LT40 is one of WOOD-MIZER's largest mills,
but the trailer setup makes it a true portable.
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PUT IT ON—YOU WON'T
WANT TO TAKE IT OFF!

The Lund Grapple Attachment
makes your skid steer your most
versatile, useful equipment!

GIVES YOU GRIP AND MUSCLE TO:

» Carry Bulk Loads Over Rough Terrain

» Lift Logs, Firewood, Cement Block, Whole
Brush Piles

» Rip Out Concrete, Stumps, Fence Posts
Skid Logs

» Load Trucks with ;
Concrete without
Uncontrolled Drop { e .

» Spread Feed, Carry by :
Hay Bales : ol =

» Do Light Demolition

FEATURES:

» Simple Design

» High Visibility

» Wide Opening

» Strong Grip

» Easy Maintenance

» Economical
Hydraulic
Component

DEALER iHﬂU[HIES

WELCOME

Gel the Facts on this

Amazing AHachment “ L)__'

PO. Box 375 Belleville, M|
48112-0375

Phone: 734-461-9394
FAX: 734-461-9381
E-mail
ELundinc@aol.com

WEBSITE: www.grappleattachment.com

CALL TOLL FREE: 1-888-891-1511

oV Triple the Value of

Rough Cut Lumber!
/lj i If you're in the lumber
" —__—""® pusiness, you know “value

| added” is the name of the
game.

== You saw logs into boards
{ because the wood's worth
more that way. You dry those
boards because that adds
value, too.

A  Woodmaster Planer/
Molder will let you add even
mare value-—up to 300%:!
The f rst tu'ne you tum a $1.00 rough-cut board into $3.00
worth of finished molding, we think you'll agree. One
sawmill owner recently wrote to say his Woodmaster
PlanerMolder tumed his sawmill from “a profitable sideline
into a full ime business!” You can too!

Call or write for FREE facts today!

1-800-821-6651 ext. PLOS

Woodmaster Tools, Inc. Dept. PLOS
1431 N. Topping Ave., Kansas City, MO 64120

The Proven Leader With
Over 150 Mllls Sold'

MIN-MA X s v

PORTABLE OR STATIONARY, GAS,
DIESEL OR ELECTRIC
Now in Production as a
Double-Cut Mill!

* All Hydraulic

* 3§ Cast Iron Band Wheels
with 6" Band

* Saws at 307 Angle

* Production with Less Saw Kerf

Call Now For An Action Video!

207-583-4669

Sanborn also Offers u Complete Line of Large Sawmill
Machinery, Bandmills, Carriages, Edgers, Resaws,
Seragg Mills, Conveyors & Much More!

FINANCING AVAILABLE

ANBORN

AUTOMATED SAWMILL MACHINERY
ROUTE 37 » PO BOX 245 « WATERFORD, ME 04088
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PORTABLE SAWMILL Revicx

(Cantinged from pape 5)

devices and a log loader.
From my observation the
log loader, which Wood-
Mizer calls roller toe
boards, and log turner
worked well. The log dog
uses two hydraulic eylin-
ders in different axes so
that there are two motions
to hold the log: in and out,
and up and down. The up
and down mortion lets the
sawver steady larger logs
(dogzing in the up posi-
tion), hold a bowed cant
flat on the bed (clamp the
picce and then bring the
clamp down), and tum
small cants (using the up
motion of the log dog). The
log tapering devices consist
of two rolls powered by
hyvdraulic evlinders, located
on either end of the frame
hed, Besides using the
devices for raper sawing,

e ———
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Duke demonstrates how he uses the sawmill itself as
an edger by lining up boards alongside the cant he
is sawing. With a little prior planning. this method
can save a sawyer time. Inset:\Wood-Mizer offers a
debarker on the LT40 Super, something Duke says
extends his blade life considerably.

Duke also uses them to
check beneath cants o
make sure the cant 15 rest-
ing directly on the bed
frame in order to saw paral-
lel faces on the cant.

The LT40 Super
Hydraulic is equipped with
a pair of 2-inch, hardened
roller guides. The outhoard
guide is remotely adjustable
using an electric motor. This
is & very handy fearure o
ensure accurate sawing. The
closer your guides are to the
cut, the more blade stabilicy
there is. The blade s warter
lubricated in order to avoid
resin buildup. When sawing
resinous wood, Duke says he
mixes some Pine Sol with
the water. His mill is
equipped with a debarking
saw, which scores the log
immediately in front of
where the band blade s
entering the cut. This is

extremely helpful in extend-
ing blade life. The blade on
the debarking saw is carbide
tipped, and Duke says he
has changed it only once
since he received the mill.
Duke said he gets five to
10 sharpenings per blade,
He sharpens before he sets
the blades using sharpening
equipment supplied by
Wood-Mizer. Duke 15 a firm
believer in using the wider
1 1/2 versus 1 1/4 inch
blades, saving he can saw
more accurately with the
wider blades. Duke favors
0,045 inch thick blades as
well, and changes blades
every 1,000 to 1,200 board
feer. On his old mill, Duke
said the blade life between
sharpenings was 700 to 800
board feet, a difference thar
shows the value of the
debarking saw on his new
mill. Duke grinds the gullet
completely duning each
blade sharpening in order
to avoid guller cracks. This
is accomplished by dressing
or shaping the gnnding
stone to the correct shape,
and by grinding the saw
twice. Taking off oo much
metal at one time during
sharpening tends to over-
heat the blade, resulting in
lower performance, Duke
savs. As a final piece of
advice on saw blades, Duke
stressed the importance of

changing blades before they
get dull.

There is a lumber
sweep, or board return in
Wood-Mizer lingo, to help
off bear the mill in the
direction of the operator’s
station. [his is an arm that
comes down and pushes
the top board to the rear as
the bandsaw head is
returned. Wood-Mizer rec-
ommends that two people
operate the mill, even
when using the board
return, for safery reasons.

| asked Duke whart he
docs to maintain his
machine. He smd he
changes the oil and filter on
the engine as prescnbed,
and also preases the mill
every 40 hours, excepr for
the bearings on the guide,
which he greases at every
saw change. Duke said he
has had very few mainte-
nance problems. His only
problem, other than routine
maintenance and replace-
ment of worn pares, was that
the throttle cable broke.
When Wood-Mizer was
made aware of this problem,
they corrected it with a
redesign. Duke was veny
complimentary of Wood-
Mizer's service department
and technicians, He said the
technicians were excellent
in resolving technical prob-
lems over the phone, and
that he can get parts the
next dav if he calls by 3 p.m.

| also asked Duke abour
his production and work-
load. Normally he saws
cvery day. When 1 visited
during the last week in
March, though, he had not
sawn since January due o
poor weather, Duke said he
saws an average of 2,000 to
2,500 hoard feer a day with
an actual sawing time of 6



MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS:
Wood-Mizer's LT40 Super Hydraulic is capable of cutting
speeds up to 60 feet per minute in 12-inch wide red oak.
Engine options include a 40 HP wurbochareed industrial diesel.
35 HP gas engine or a 25 HP electric motor, The mills are avail-
able in puruhh_ or stationary versions and can cur any log up to
36 inches in diameter or 21 feet long

The Super Hydraulic's faster, heavy-dury log turner quickly
rotates full capacity logs. Extra-wide, hydraulic roller toe boards
compensate for log taper and allow easy log positioning. An
innovative “two-plane”™ clamp on the Super Hydraulic simplifics

Duke has had so Far was
curting two 16 foor pine
logs that vielded 1,504
board feet of lumber,

to 7 hours each dav. He has
cut up o 4,000 board feet
per day with his LT40
Super Hvdraulic. From my
observations, it looked like
as his edper. Onee he has
four-sided the cant, he
places the jacker boards on
edge next o the cant. In
one pass he removes a

bouard handling consumed a
oreat deal of time. Duke
admitred thar to reallv run
the mill ar its full potential
vou need owo assistancs
He believes he is faster board from the cant and
edges one side of his jacket
boards. He then turns the
jacket boards over and

with 1 inch boards instead
of 2 inch, and shorter
boards instead of longer
because of all the handling.  takes another pass, which

The most unusual job produces another board

Duke uses the mill iself

from the cant and com-
pletes the edging of the

jacker boards.

Seventy five pereent of
Duke's custom jobs are for
2,000 to 3,000 board feer,
requiring one or two days
at 4 job site, Duke’s largest
job was sawing 45,000
board feet. He charges by
the thousand board feer
produced, with a slightly
higher rare for hardwoods.
He adds a serup charge o
his price for sawing below a
minimum amount, or for
hitting nails or traveling
bevond a certain distance
from his home. Over the
vears Duke has seen com-
petition increase. When he
started there were no other
bandmills in his councy,
and now there are five.

| asked Duke why he

bought a Wood-Mizer. He
said he likes the quick and
casy sctup and believes the
mill cuts well and is easy to
waork around. He has had
#ood success with Wood-
Mizer and feels he has gor-
ten a good mill both nmes.

Expectations...did the
Wood Mizer LT40 Super
Hydraulic live up to all the
hype? As a mill aimed ar the
high end of the portable
bandsaw marker, and for the
buver that is sernious about
sawing, the Wood Mizer
LT40 Super Hydraulic cer-
tainly fills the bill. W

o Dezrr av a Wood Proefuces Fx
rension Mpecraliir ot Nortk Caroling
Meate Unecersiry’s Collepe of Farest
Resoterves. Hye iv author of =7k
Nl Sareemill Hemifboak, Deoiar [t
Kot senid Mekine Moner,™

WOoOoD PHOCESSING EQUIPMENT

TIMBERWOLE MFG.

CORPORATION

WOOD PROCESSING EQUIPMENT

118 SPRUCE STREET
RUTLAND, VERMONT 05701

802-775-4227

FAX BO2-TT3-1275
hitpitimberwolicorp.com
1@ sover.net

leg splitters the Best

What makes TIIBERWOLE

1. LARGE HYDRAULIC TANK - Cooler Operation, Lomger Fluid Life

2. HONDA OHV MOTOR - Reliahle, Easy to Start

3. HEAVY DUTY 8" | - BEAM - Handles Hard to Split Wood

4. LOGLIFT - LIFTS 400 IBS. - 50 You Don't H.mf To

5. LOG CRADLES - Stabilizes Log for Easier, Safer Splitting

6. 4 & 6 WAY WEDGES - Produce 4 and 6 pieces of wood per eycle

7. 2 STAGE PUMP - Pouwer in Lotw Stage, Speed in High Stage

8. QRC HARDENED STEEL BLADE & WINGS - Splits Tough Logs »

9. MACHINES CUSTOM BUILT & TESTED - Reliahle & ﬂr;wqi-rr-i'f
10. DOT APPROVED WHEELS, TIRES, & SAFETY CHAINS - = Rendy to Tom
11. GATES HOSES AND FITTINGS - Long Lasting Trouble Free Service -
12. MACHINES SHIPPED WITHIN 48 HOURS - Fast Dl fvery Gets You Working (12)(1)
13. ALL PARTS IN STOCK - We }.,rq'l You in Busimness -

TW-6 LOG SPLITTER

WOOD PROCESSING EQUIPMENT FOR THE TREE CARE AND FIREWOOD INDUSTRIES

SPLITTERS - PROCESSORS - CONVEYORS
CONTACT TIMBERWOLF FOR THE DEALER NEAREST YOU
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